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acquiring a degree of scholarship or experience that would
warrant such a sacrifice, although in some cases> at least,
they have carried off the highest honours in the univer-
sity.1 Many nuns with good foreign degrees, and many
who are capable but not fully trained academically, ate
obliged to see their power run to waste, while the help of
secukr mistresses must perforce be called upon to meet
the instant need. In these mistresses the Society of the
Sacred Heart has been happy to find devoted friends and
fellow labourers, whom it delights to make part of the
monastic family and to treat with trust and special grati-
tude. In the l&nferemgimmtr nuns and secular teachers
meet at frequent intervals to discuss school matters in
order to work in harmony for a common aim. One might
think that a radical change in the spirit of the school would
follow from the fact that each dass mistress has only a fev
of the subjects of her form, but this is far from being the
case. On the contrary, the position of the class mistress
seems to be strengthened, partly because she is freed from
the burden of preparing a number of different lessons, the
mere physical labour of which would demand a great
amount of time, partly because her children see her respected
and deferred to by other teachers in all matters that refer to
their form. The unity of each class is thus the richer for
being more complex, while the mother idea is safeguarded,
the dass mistress exercising over her own children an all-
embracing, ever-vigilant care.
The mentality and the general trend of work in a German
classroom can often be gauged from pedagogic studies
written by the Studienreferendarinwn^ or would-be teachers,
1 Similarly,, in Holland, the nuns have presented themselves for doctorates, and
have done good research work, possible only in a university, but they have bad
there more freedom for their training as teachers.